THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE

warrant whatever in experience for supposing that
such standards of value are immutable. It is of their
very essence to be subject to infinite variation and
unending change, as has been shown by the story
of religions (and nationalism is one of our newest
religions, not alone in Germany replacing Christian-
ity) as well as by the story of certain political causes
(a passionate British resistance to Irish Home Rule
had been transformed to complete indifference in
less than ten years)* If nationalism has lasted so long
in a civilisation which the continuance of war must
destroy, it is in part because it has been so seldom
challenged on moral and intellectual grounds that it
can still masquerade as the highest of political virtue.
But the very outrageousness of the German mani-
festation is likely to provoke a questioning of
'virtue' which bear such fruits; may prompt an
increasing number who still preserve some social
conscience to inquire why and in what way these
impulses which once may have had some social
utility have become perhaps the great anti-social force
existing in the world to-day, destructive of those
purposes which we had assumed organised society
had been created to promote.

216